Balkan nephropathy and malignant tumors.
The question of whether the cancer death risk is higher in Balkan nephropathy (BN) foci has been approached by a comparison of 25 BN endemic municipalities with the same number of the group matched ones. It came out that the total cancer mortality was considerably higher, and mortality of nonurinary cancer slightly higher in BN endemic municipalities. The absence of a significant difference for the non-urinary cancer sites the authors explain by the fact that in municipalities designated as endemic only a part of the population lived in actual BN foci. They re-evaluated data published for Bulgarian BN endemic foci and concluded that, apart of a higher total cancer mortality, there was a significantly higher (although unrecognized) risk of nonurinary deaths in BN endemic settlements.